DTOv^G'd PCT/PTO 1 5 NOV 2004 ^°^ 




ttorney's Docket No. 049250/281240 PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



re: Akira Harada 
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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
CITATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 



Sir: 

Attached is a list of documents on form PTO-1449 along with copies of any cited foreign 
patent documents and English-translation of such documents, or portion thereof, in accordance 
with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(ii) and (3)(ii). 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3)(i), a concise explanation of the relevance of the following 
foreign language publications cited on the accompanying PTO-1449 forms is incorporated into 
the specification of the subject application: Japanese publication No. 07-285412; Japanese 
publication No. 2002-249017; and Japanese publication No. 2002-331235. In addition, an 
English language translation of the abstracts of these documents is enclosed. 



With respect to the foreign language publications Japanese publication No. 01-255749, 
Japanese publication No. 2002-020847, and WO99/54076 listed on the accompanying PTO-1449 
forms, an English language translation of the abstracts describing the content of those documents 
is provided. The relevance of such documents, or lack thereof, to the subject application is 
evident from the enclosed English language abstracts. 



It is requested that the Examiner consider the documents listed on the accompanying 
PTO-1449 forms and officially make them of record in accordance with the provisions of 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97 and Section 609 of the MPEP. By identifying the listed documents, Applicant in 
no way makes any admission as to the prior art status of the listed documents, but is instead 
identifying the listed documents for the sake of full disclosure. 
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Thomas J. Parker 
Registration No. 42,042 
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ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel New York Office (212) 210-9400 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Comnussioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450, on November \% 2004 





"Express Mail" mailing label number 
Date of Deposit November 1 1, 2004 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this paper is being facsimile transmitted to the US Patent and Trademark Office at Fax No. (703) 
872-9306 on the date shown below. 
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Abstract 
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Considered , 





*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. 



